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Please contact Susan Ross to arrange an interview with CAF experts.

Lynn J. Osmond, Hon AIA

President & CEO

Lynn Osmond has been the President and CEO of the Chicago Architecture Foundation (CAF) since 1996. Under her leadership, public participation at CAF quadrupled. Annually, more than 476,000 people participate in CAF’s tours, exhibitions, adult and family programs, and adult and youth education programs—all designed to enhance awareness and appreciation of Chicago’s outstanding built environment.

Prior to joining CAF, Ms. Osmond managed major performing arts companies in Canada and the U.S. with noteworthy success in expanding the financial base of the organizations. These include the Sacramento Symphony, the Buffalo Philharmonic, the Orchestra London Canada, and the Canadian Stage Company in Toronto.

In 2002 Ms. Osmond was awarded the Paul Berger Arts Entrepreneurship Award presented by Columbia College and in 2005 she was recognized as an Honorary Member of the American Institute of Architects (AIA). Other awards during Ms. Osmond’s tenure include 2003 Richard Driehaus Award for Schoolyards to Skylines; the Illinois Association of Museums Large Institution of the Year Award; Design Excellence Award for CitySpace Gallery from AIA Chicago; National Preservation Honor Award for Schoolyards to Skylines from the National Trust in 2004; the AIA Institute Honor Award for Collaborative Achievement for Schoolyards to Skylines in 2005; and the AIA Institute Honor Award for Collaborative Achievement for The Architecture Handbook: A Student Guide to Understanding Buildings in 2009. 

Ms. Osmond received an Honor's Bachelor of Music degree from Queen's University in Kingston Ontario and in 1999 received her Certified Association Executive designation. In addition to serving as a docent herself, she also serves on boards including the Greater North Michigan Avenue Association, the Chicago Loop Alliance, and the University Club of Chicago. She is a member of the Economic Club of Chicago, the Chicago Network, and is co-chair of the Toronto Sister Cities Committee.

Gregory K. Dreicer
Vice President, Exhibitions and Programs.
Greg is an exhibition developer and historian whose innovative explorations of technology and culture have received national recognition. At CAF, he is responsible for creating projects that focus on architecture, infrastructure, and environment.

Greg can speak about the development of interpretive products that engage a broad public in thinking about the construction of the world around them. His scholarly work focuses on the invention of modern building processes during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Jason Neises

Vice President, Tour Operations and Guest Relations
In addition to directing the tour operation at CAF, Jason can speak about the docent training program: creating curriculum, securing guest lecturers and teaching some of the classes himself.  CAF has 450 docents—all of them have been interviewed to be accepted into the docent program; trained in a 14 week program and graduated to become full-fledged docents. The program is well described at www.architecture.org.

Barb Gordon

Vice President of Program Operations
Barb can speak about the range of seminars, workshops and lectures she develops for CAF. Often designed to complement the exhibitions in place, the events are very well executed and well attended. All of the events are low cost; many are free.
Jean Linsner

Vice President of Youth Education

Jean can explain how CAF's Youth Education staff helps teachers and students (K-8 as well as high school) use the built environment as a dynamic tool for learning.  She co-authored CAF’s award-winning teacher resource book, Schoolyards to Skylines: Teaching with Chicago’s Amazing Architecture.  Her staff, Jen Masengarb and Krisann Rehbein provide additional expertise:
Jen Masengarb can address issues relating to architectural history; Primary author for Schoolyards to Skylines, and the new high school architectural curriculum.

Krisann Rehbein manages the Newhouse Program & Architecture Competition and is co-author for the soon to be published high school architectural curriculum.
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