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Burnham Centennial Tours Planned for Chicago Model City 
Chicago Architecture Foundation Offers Tours along with Exhibition
Chicago - June 11, 2009 – Special tours have been developed to coincide with the citywide Burnham 1909 Plan of Chicago centennial celebration and the new Chicago Model City exhibition at the Chicago Architecture Foundation, 224 S. Michigan. Filling the atrium of the Santa Fe Building, the exhibition is free and open daily through November.  Specific dates and times for tours are at www.architecture.org:

Daniel Burnham: Architect, Planner, Leader 
This new walking tour explores Burnham’s career using examples of his work in the Loop. Participants will learn about Burnham’s impact on architecture and planning professionals as well as his unique ability to work with creative talent and community leaders to accomplish great feats.

Architecture of Culture & Commerce
This Loop walking tour explores buildings built in the late 19th century that helped Chicago become a world-class city.  Burnham-designed buildings such as the Santa Fe Building, Symphony Center, the People's Gas Building, Macy's on State Street, and Hotel Burnham (the Reliance Building) are featured.

Bike the Lakefront

Bike from Millennium Park to Northerly Island for a look at how Burnham’s ideas for protecting the lakefront as a cultural gathering point have been realized.
Chicago Old & New
The Chicago Old & New Loop walking tour juxtaposes historic buildings with their modern context and explores how architectural styles, building uses, cultures and people all intersect at various points downtown.  The tour includes the People's Gas Building and Hotel Burnham (the Reliance Building).

Devil in the White City Companion bus tour
This tour combines a slide show of historic photos from the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition with a bus tour to important sites from the Fair.  The 1893 Fair was a turning point for Chicago, and Daniel Burnham was at the helm organizing and creating much of its success.  This tour elaborates on stories from Erik Larson's best-selling book and creates the context for the books remarkable events.

Graceland Cemetery
Many of Chicago's most famous citizens are buried at Graceland Cemetery.  This walking tour has many connections to Daniel Burnham, including his own grave and that of his business partner, John Wellborn Root, as well as the graves of some of Burnham's famous clients, including Marshall Field.

Historic Skyscrapers
This Loop walking tour explores how Chicago became the birthplace of the skyscraper.  Included on the tour are several early works by Daniel Burnham:  the Rookery Building, the Monadnock Building, and the Santa Fe Building.

Lake Forest Cemetery

Lake Forest Cemetery is the final resting place of Edward Bennett who co-authored the 1909 Plan with Daniel Burnham.  The Plan is often called the “Burnham & Bennett Plan” recognizing Bennett’s central role in its creation and promotion.  Edward Bennett also designed the Michigan Avenue Bridge and Buckingham Fountain in Grant Park.

William LeBaron Jenney:  Father of the Skyscraper and his Legacy
While working in William LeBaron Jenney’s office as a young architect, Daniel Burnham met his future business partner, John Wellborn Root.  This tour explores how Jenney influenced this "new" generation of Chicago designers, and showcases the architectural and engineering innovations that sparked a revolution in modern American architecture.

Macy's on State Street:  The Legacy of the Historic Marshall Field's Building
Daniel Burnham learned how to design high-class, luxurious department stores by working closely with retail tycoon Marshall Field.  Burnham took what he learned from Field and designed department stores all over the world, including Wanamaker's (Philadelphia), Gimbel's (New York) and Selfridge's (London).  Burnham and Field's relationship is a fascinating story of commerce combined with aesthetics and design.  This tour traces the construction, development, and renovation of this State Street landmark. Highlights include the century-old great clocks, the Tiffany dome, the north light well, the Walnut Room, and Charley’s Door.

The Magnificent Mile
Part of Daniel Burnham and Edward Bennett's 1909 Plan of Chicago included building a bridge over the Chicago River at Michigan Avenue and extending the boulevard further north.  Long after Burnham's death, the bridge was finally constructed and Burnham's goal of creating a "Paris on the Prairie" inspired the development of North Michigan Avenue into one of the world's most vibrant and beautiful commercial districts.  This tour features an eclectic mix of architecture and design, ranging from Art Deco to the construction of Chicago's tallest building. 

Monadnock Building
This 45-minute lunch-time tour is an in-depth study of one of Burnham & Root's most noted buildings.  The tallest commercial masonry load-bearing building in the world, its sleek yet brawny brick walls foreshadowed the sleek sophistication of the Modern movement by 50 years.

Parks & Boulevards by Bus
Two separate bus tours explore the boulevards that link Chicago's park system.  The 1909 Plan of Chicago envisioned a necklace of parks and forest preserves around the city center, and these tours explore what was built and how they were designed.  See works by Frederick Law Olmsted, O.C. Simonds, William LeBaron Jenney, and others.

Preserving Chicago’s Landmarks

Walking tour explores the motivations, methods, and choices made regarding historic preservation.  The tour includes five buildings designed by Daniel Burnham’s firm and details how and why they have been restored.
Hotel Burnham (The Reliance Building)
This 45-minute lunch-time tour tells the fascinating story of the design and construction of one of the world's first skyscrapers primarily clad in glass.  Two designers working with Daniel Burnham - John Wellborn Root and Charles Atwood- worked separately over 4 years to create a hybrid design reflecting both their influences.  The building also tells an amazing story of adaptive reuse as it outlived its usefulness as an office building and was transformed into a boutique hotel.

River Walk:  Main Branch
The Chicago River played a central role in Daniel Burnham’s 1909 Plan of Chicago, and remnants of their vision can be seen today as this tour walks along the river bank from Michigan Ave toward the river fork at Wolf Point.

Rookery Building
This 45-minute lunch-time tour is an in-depth study of one of Burnham & Root's finest existing buildings.  One of Chicago's most famous historic skyscrapers, it is an artistic masterpiece that also reveals John Root's engineering genius.  The atrium, renovated by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1904, is one of the city's great interior spaces.

Santa Fe Building
This 45-minute lunch-time tour is an in-depth study of one of D.H. Burnham & Co.'s most mature and sophisticated "Chicago School" buildings.  Originally the Railway Exchange Building, Burnham's offices were on the 14th floor where his firm led the creation of the 1909 Plan of Chicago.

White City Revisited
This walking tour through Jackson Park helps visitors understand the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition and see the site and remaining landscape from the Fair.  Many remnants of the Fair can still be seen, and the imprint Daniel Burnham and his designers left on the landscape is indelible.

The Chicago Architecture Foundation (CAF) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing public interest and education in architecture and design. The Chicago Architecture Foundation pursues this mission through architecture tours, exhibitions, panel discussions, and youth and adult education programs. Home to a permanent exhibition: CHICAGO YOU ARE HERE, the Chicago Architecture Foundation is located at 224 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60604. For further information visit www.architecture.org or call 312.922.3432.
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