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Architecture Tours Coincide with Chicago Model City Exhibition

Chicago - November, 2009 – The Chicago Architecture Foundation, known for its architecture river cruise and Chicago Model City exhibition, has many other tours this winter that coincide with the Chicago Model City exhibition.  Many of the paths of the tours can be seen on the scale model of Chicago, the centerpiece of the exhibition. Filling the atrium of the Santa Fe Building, 224 S. Michigan, the exhibition is free and open daily through November, 2010.  Specific dates and times for tours are at www.architecture.org:
Highlights by Bus
Fridays, Saturdays at 9:30 am 
This three and a half hour bus tour highlights Chicago’s wide range of architectural influence and design, and covers 30 miles of the city including: the Loop, Hyde Park, the Gold Coast, several historic districts, university campuses, parks, and residential neighborhoods. Descriptions of the transformation of public housing, public transportation, “green” design/sustainability, infrastructure and neighborhood development are all included. Every tour features Mies van der Rohe’s IIT campus, the Rookery in downtown Chicago and the interior of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Robie House.
Historic Downtown (north loop) Treasures of Culture & Commerce
This Loop walking tour explores buildings built in the late 19th century that helped Chicago become a world-class city.  Burnham-designed buildings such as the Santa Fe Building, Symphony Center, the People's Gas Building, Macy's on State Street, and Hotel Burnham (the Reliance Building) are featured.

Devil in the White City bus tour
This tour combines a slide show of historic photos from the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition with a bus tour to important sites from the Fair.  The 1893 Fair was a turning point for Chicago, and Daniel Burnham was at the helm organizing and creating much of its success.  This tour elaborates on stories from Erik Larson's best-selling book and creates the context for the books remarkable events.

Historic Downtown (south loop):  Rise of the Skyscraper
This Loop walking tour explores how Chicago became the birthplace of the skyscraper.  Included on the tour are several early works by Daniel Burnham:  the Rookery Building, the Monadnock Building, and the Santa Fe Building.

Macy's on State Street:  The Legacy of the Historic Marshall Field's Building
Daniel Burnham learned how to design high-class, luxurious department stores by working closely with retail tycoon Marshall Field.  Burnham took what he learned from Field and designed department stores all over the world. Burnham and Field's relationship is a fascinating story of commerce combined with aesthetics and design.  This tour traces the construction, development, and renovation of this State Street landmark. Highlights include the century-old great clocks, the Tiffany dome, the north light well, the Walnut Room, and Charley’s Door.

The Magnificent Mile
Part of Daniel Burnham and Edward Bennett's 1909 Plan of Chicago included building a bridge over the Chicago River at Michigan Avenue and extending the boulevard further north.  Long after Burnham's death, the bridge was finally constructed and Burnham's goal of creating a "Paris on the Prairie" inspired the development of North Michigan Avenue into one of the world's most vibrant and beautiful commercial districts.  This tour features an eclectic mix of architecture and design, ranging from Art Deco to the construction of Chicago's tallest building. 

Monadnock Building
This 45-minute lunch-time tour is an in-depth study of one of Burnham & Root's most noted buildings.  The tallest commercial masonry load-bearing building in the world, its sleek yet brawny brick walls foreshadowed the sleek sophistication of the Modern movement by 50 years.

Preserving Chicago’s Landmarks

Walking tour explores the motivations, methods, and choices made regarding historic preservation.  The tour includes five buildings designed by Daniel Burnham’s firm and details how and why they have been restored.
Hotel Burnham (The Reliance Building)
This 45-minute lunch-time tour tells the fascinating story of the design and construction of one of the world's first skyscrapers primarily clad in glass.  Two designers working with Daniel Burnham - John Wellborn Root and Charles Atwood- worked separately over 4 years to create a hybrid design reflecting both their influences.  The building also tells an amazing story of adaptive reuse as it outlived its usefulness as an office building and was transformed into a boutique hotel.

Rookery Building
This 45-minute lunch-time tour is an in-depth study of one of Burnham & Root's finest existing buildings.  One of Chicago's most famous historic skyscrapers, it is an artistic masterpiece that also reveals John Root's engineering genius.  The atrium, renovated by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1904, is one of the city's great interior spaces.

Santa Fe Building
This 45-minute lunch-time tour is an in-depth study of one of D.H. Burnham & Co.'s most mature and sophisticated "Chicago School" buildings.  Originally the Railway Exchange Building, Burnham's offices were on the 14th floor where his firm led the creation of the 1909 Plan of Chicago.

The Chicago Architecture Foundation (CAF) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing public interest and education in architecture and design. The Chicago Architecture Foundation pursues this mission through architecture tours, exhibitions, panel discussions, and youth and adult education programs. The Chicago Architecture Foundation is located at 224 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60604. For further information visit www.architecture.org or call 312.922.3432.
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